
INM Acrylic Challenge Quiz  

Questions and Answers 
 

1. What is the name of the compound in your acrylic powder that might be missing if you find 

your acrylic is not setting? 

Answer:  Benzol Peroxide or BPO 

2. What Colour is INM’s Out The Door Acrylic Monomer 

Answer: Purple 

3. There is a lot of talk around MMA or Methyl Methacrylate and it is indeed banned in some 

countries.  What is the main reason it is banned  

Answer:  It is very hard as well as hard to remove and this could cause damage to the natural 

nail.   It also has poor adhesion and requires etching of the natural nail with lower grit 

abrasives to get it to stick.  MMA is used in dentistry and orthopaedics so is used for many 

health benefits in other uses, but not as a nail enhancement. 

4. Is MMA banned in New Zealand 

Answer: Yes – Under the Cosmetics Group Standards Regulations 2017 it has been banned 

since 2006 for nail applications. 

5. As All distributors are required under law to store and distribute all hazardous substances 

under the HSNO Act and NZ Transport Act, all distributors in your group should know this 

one as will be doing DG Certs Daily, what is the HAZD class and UN number of INM Acrylic 

OTD Monomer? 

 

Answer:  Class 3.1 – UN 1993 

 

6. If the flashpoint of a product is less than the ambient room temperature it is classed as 

highly flammable.  Acetone is used to dissolve many plastics including nail enhancements 

and is classed as an industrial solvent so we need to limit its use where possible.  What is the 

flash point of Acetone? 

 

Answer -17 degrees Celsius (accepting a range of 5 degrees either side) 

 

7. Cyanoacrylate is the main chemical ingredient in many nail tip glues used with acrylic 

applications.  Cyanoacrylates are also in some dipping systems and eyelash glues.  It is 

important to understand the chemistry with these glues as they react with a common 

natural material used in the salon and therefore could cause a fire or burn the client if this 

material is present.  What everyday material does cyonacrylate react to? 

 

Answer : Cotton.  Beware with cotton wool, cotton buds or cotton towels. 

 



8. Acrylic is still the preferred application by nail techs.  It is not easy to use, but then nothing 

good is!  INM also do an odourless monomer.  What is the name of this monomer 

Answer: NOP (non odour product) 

9. It is important for nail technicians to ensure their work environment is healthy, dust and 

vapour free and NAILX now stock Aerovex Source capture systems which remove dust and 

vapours and clean the air with a four filter system which includes HEPA technology and 

Active Carbon.  These systems are great as stand alone so you can use with any desk of your 

choice and you don’t have to deal with dust twice.  Airbourne dust can be reduced by what 

percentage? 

Answer: 80% (accepted 10% either side) 

10.  The water content of a natural nail is about 15% but this can double if soaked in water for 

long periods of time so it is not good practice to soak hands in water prior to applying acrylic 

nails.  Water will distort the shape of the nail and make it more flexible and therefore more 

prone to damage.  Should you then stop your clients from washing their hands prior applying 

nail enhancements? 

Answer: No – Washing hands for up to a minute should always be done prior any nail service  

11. Cuticle Oil is the manicurist and client’s best friend.  It will not only keep the clients cuticles 

soft, it will stop the acrylic nail enhancements from becoming brittle over time.  INM have 8 

different scents in their premium cuticle oil range and having these for retail will show your 

clients you care about them. Name four of these scents. 

 

Answer:  Mango, Melon, Almond, Tangarine Ginger, Kiwi Hemp, Cranberry, Peach Vanilla, 

Green Tea. 

 

12. E-files or electric files are a fantastic tool for the nail technician in the hands of a trained 

operator, and can save much time for removal of acrylic products.  Cheap non ecocentric e-

files and bits can cause the bit to bounce on the nail and cause damage to the product.  

Many technicians only realise after using a KUPA e-file which is balanced and ecocentric, 

why they had no confidence when using the cheaper e-file.  What is this damage called? 

Answer: Micro Shattering. 

13. INM’s Exact Tip Range are popular for many reasons and our most popular tip.  They are 

strong and flexible as well as allowing maximum adhesion of product to the nail plate with 

minimum glue.  They are so fine that they do not often require blending to the natural nail 

and produce beautiful natural enhancements.  A french can be done quickly with the exact 

french white tips so perfect for pink and whites in the salon.  What type of plastic are nail 

tips made of? 

Answer:  ABS Plastic 

14. After care advise is essential for a client receiving nail enhancements for the first time so 

they know the best tricks and tips for looking after them.  This also shows your new 

customer that you care about them.  What other essential action should also be done at this 

point to ensure that your client has the best success with their new enhancements? 



Answer:  Make the next appointment for a rebalance.  Many technicians lose clients due 

they have not booked in advance for the rebalance.  New clients will then often wait until 

the nails start to become unbalanced and break before calling and then it can be weeks until 

you can fit them in.  ALWAYS book the next appointment! 

15. Many product manufacturers use marketing ploys to try to entice you to use their products.  

They may say their products are vegan (all nail enhancements are vegan as they are plastic) 

or Organic.  Organic substances are often made out to be good for us, but this is not always 

correct.  Acetone is one organic substance used widely in the salon.  What common atom 

defines an organic substance? 

Answer: Carbon.  Organic substances come only from thinks that are living or have ever 

lived, ie from plants or animals.   

 

This was a pretty tough quiz and certainly got you all working well as teams to come to an 

answer whether it be by googling the answers or perhaps you knew the answer.  Maybe you 

had the right answer and your team mates convinced you of a different one? This can 

sometimes be hard when working in teams.  As this quiz happened on day one of the camp, I 

am sure that even if you got it wrong in the quiz you will have learnt many of the answers 

throughout the rest of camp.  We will not be publishing who got what right or wrong in the 

quiz, as this is all about education, learning, team work, participation and research.  The 

main thing is we are all here together and working together towards a common goal and 

that is improving ourselves as well as our industry.  Everyone give yourselves a pat on the 

back!  Ongoing learning is essential in growing ourselves and that is not only application, but 

there is also a myriad of things to learn and the NAILX team hope that camp has got not only 

the creative juices flowing, but also open your minds and maybe has changed some of the 

hegemonic assumptions that have been causing you some pain.  No one knows everything 

about everything or is free from imperfections.  As educators we can only share our own 

knowledge and experiences and help others make their own decisions and we need to 

respect them for that.  We all have our own unique and special gifts that make us who we 

are. 

I really enjoyed creating this challenge for you and I hope that you enjoyed participating.   

So now to decide on the next challenge!!!   Hope to see you all next year! 

 

Kind regards 

Karen Clark 

 

 

 

  

 

 


